RELIGIOUS   CONFLICT

A continual preoccupation with Ludwig in these years were
the religious antagonisms that were raging throughout his country.
For all his Catholic sympathies he was supremely conscious that
he was also the King of the Protestants in Bavaria, and that he
was pledged by the Constitution to respect the equality of all
creeds. He defended himself to his friend Tann: 'Just read the
army orders yourself. The three highest promotions concern
Protestants.' x The letter gives . . . dazzling proof of Your
Majesty's sentiments, which are superior to all differences of
creed,1 replied Tann.2 'I need no guarantee, but I will not grudge
them to fools (Le public, le public, combien faut-il de sots pour
faire un public!) \ . . .'

Simultaneously with this internal difficulty, foreign policy,
which up to that time had not troubled King Ludwig much, came
to the fore in 1840. France had gathered strength and had begun
to take part in international affairs by interesting herself in the
Egyptian-Turkish war. Thiers believed that he could take an
active part once more and free France completely from the
treaties of 1815 which had so long kept his country enslaved.
The Minister was proposing to take sides with Mehemet Ali, the
great enemy of Turkey. But an alliance was concluded in London
between Russia, England, Prussia, and Austria, for the protection
of that country, and in the face of this powerful combination
Thiers had to give way. This aroused tremendous excitement in
France. Once again voices clamoured for the reconquest of all
territory left of the Rhine and this, in turn, had the effect of
arousing national enthusiasm in Germany. All at once the clever
and cultured French Minister in Munich, Baron de Bourgomg,
recognized the existence of something to which, it seemed, Paris
had never even given a thought. 'This idea of German nationality
did not formerly exist amongst the Germans: it has only been
created in our day but it is being pursued with fervour . . . such
ideas make an impression upon the thirty-seven millions who
speak German/3

The King of Bavaria was foremost among these. 'Of all German
Princes, Ludwig I is the one who harbours the most deeply-rooted
prejudices against our country/ Bourgoing continued. 'Yet
in spite of it his inclinations are all for peace, although if war
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